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singular that the Carmelites, in spite of their connexion with the East
took little part in missionary enterprises during the Middle Ages.

The Friars Hermits of the Order of St Augustine, unlike the other
Mendicant Orders, sprang from the union of a number of already existing
and hitherto independent groups of hermits. Many such groups came into
being in Italy during the last half of the twelfth and the first half of the
thirteenth century. The first step towards union was made by Innocent IV
who in December 1243 appointed the Benedictine Cardinal Richard
Anibaldi protector of certain hermits in Tuscany, with the object of
forming them into one body under the Rule of St Augustine. During
the next twelve years the cardinal gradually extended his operations, and
succeeded in bringing together early in 1256 a general chapter containing
representatives of many groups of hermits, namely (1) the Order of
St William of Malevale near Pisa (or rather that section of the Williamites
who did not follow the Benedictine Rule), (2) the Order of St Augustine,
probably the Tuscan hermits, (8) the friars of John Bonus or Jamboniti,
who were founded about 1209, near Cesena, and are probably identical
with the Friars Hermits of St Augustine "in Lombardia et Romanic-la,"

(4) the friars of Fabali or Favali, apparently a branch of the Williamites,

(5)  the hermits of the desert of Brittini in the March of Ancona. Of
these, the Jamboniti seem to have been the most numerous and pro-
gressive ; they had already begun to abandon the eremitical life and to
live in cities, and the early settlements of Austin Friars north of the Alps
(e.g. in England in 1249) probably proceeded from this congregation;
from it, too, was elected the first general prior of the united Order, Lanfranc
of Milan, formerly prior of Bologna* The difficulties accompanying the
union are illustrated by the action of the hermits of Brittini, who resisted
the introduction of the common life and the practice of pastoral duties, and
eventually seceded from the Order and obtained a bull from Alexander IV
in 1260 guaranteeing their eremitical life for ever.  Some of the Williamite
houses also succeeded in maintaining their independence, and it appears
that no attempt was made at this time to include various other Orders
in the Order of Austin Friars. The most important of these was the
Order of Friars of the Sack, but they were not founded until 1251, when
the negotiations for the formation of the Order of Austin Friars had
already made some progress, and they took their origin in Provence while
the congregations included in the union were all of Italian origin. On
the other hand the Austin Friars soon received notable accessions, the
most important perhaps being that of the Order of Poor Catholics, founded
by orthodox Waldensians.

The arrangements made by Cardinal Richard were confirmed by a bull
of Alexander IV, dated 9 April 1256: the Friars Hermits were authorised
to live as a Mendicant Order and to cease to carry the staff, the sign of
the hermit's life. From this time they were hermits only in name. In